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Dear  Sir/Madam, 

OXFORDSHIRE INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY 

This submission is made by Carter Jonas, on behalf of the Homes and Communities Agency (the HCA), in 

respect of the emerging Oxfordshire Infrastructure Strategy (OxIS), with particular regards to the draft strategic 

allocation of Chalgrove Airfield within the emerging South Oxfordshire District Local Plan (SODC Local Plan). 

As a result of this allocation, Chalgrove Airfield represents an important component of proposals to 

accommodate the demand for housing growth in Oxfordshire, which the OxIS is designed to provide for. 

The HCA acquired the freehold of Chalgrove Airfield in 2016. Since this date, the HCA, supported by a large 

technical support team, has progressed development and delivery options for this site, working closely with 

planning, highways, and design teams at South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) and Oxfordshire County 

Council (OCC). The HCA intend to deliver development at Chalgrove Airfield in line with draft Policy STRAT9 

of the emerging SODC Local Plan and deliver approximately 3,000 new homes (of which up to 40% would be 

affordable), 5 hectares of employment land alongside Martin Baker Limited, a new runway and extensive areas 

of public open space. 

We note the aims of the OxIS are as follows: 

 To set out the infrastructure investment needed to support jobs and housing growth in Oxfordshire; 

 To shape and influence investment strategies and plans at a national, sub-regional and local level; 

and  

 To plan for infrastructure over a longer term horizon to 2040. 

The level of infrastructure included in the Stage 1 OxIS Report is relatively limited in the vicinity of Chalgrove 

Airfield. We recognise that the large geographical and temporal scale, and strategic nature of the OxIS means 

that it is only practical to directly reference major infrastructure projects. We have therefore prepared brief high 

level comments on a number of topic areas relating to infrastructure which we consider would support housing 

growth in the vicinity of “Growth Corridor 9: M40 Thame Area” including, but not solely limited to, the proposed 

development of Chalgrove Airfield. We do not wish to pre-empt the findings of SODC’s Infrastructure Delivery 

Plan (IDP), and we will work with both County and District Councils with the aim of ensuring that infrastructure 

provided for Chalgrove Airfield is in line with the IDP. However we understand that the IDP is not due to be 

published until after the OxIS consultations closes, and therefore it is necessary to comment on the OxIS in 

advance of the IDP. 
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Transport 

Investment in transport infrastructure will need to support housing and employment growth in South 

Oxfordshire as identified in the emerging SODC Local Plan. The major infrastructure projects in the vicinity of 

Chalgrove Airfield to support wider LP Growth would include, but not be limited to: 

 Stadhampton Bypass; 

 Watlington Edge Road; 

 Benson Edge Road; 

 Improvements to bus services connecting strategic sites and existing urban and employment areas; 

 Capacity improvements to local routes, potentially including bus priority and journey time reliability 

measures. 

We also note the inclusion of the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway in the OxIS and recognise the transport 

benefits that this has the potential to provide. 

Education 

The proposed development at Chalgrove Airfield will currently provide 2 two form entry primary schools as well 

as any necessary works to expand the existing Chalgrove Primary School. In addition to the primary education 

facilities currently proposed, the HCA will also provide a new secondary school (inc. sixth form college) within 

the development on Chalgrove Airfield. This new secondary school will have a proposed intake of approx. 

1200 students.  

The need for the education facilities proposed has been calculated through expected pupil numbers as a result 

of the proposed development, and in dialogue with Oxfordshire County Council to ensure that predicted pupil 

number growth for the local area is included within the need. 

Health 

All residents of the existing settlement of Chalgrove, and the future residents from the proposed development 

will have access to a suitably sized healthcare facility as part of the development. Conversations are ongoing 

with the Oxfordshire Care Commission regarding the siting of any healthcare facility and whether this will be 

provided through the expansion of the existing GP Surgery in Chalgrove, or through the provision of a purpose 

built facility within the local centre of the proposed development. 

Pluvial Flooding 

There would be a benefit to a pluvial flood alleviation scheme upstream of the village of Chalgrove to address 

the existing issue of flood risk in the village. It is anticipated that this would be led by the Environment Agency 

and we understand that a study has commenced. The proposals at Chalgrove Airfield has been designed as 

such that mitigation is provided to ensure that the risk of pluvial flooding will not be increased as a result of 

development.  

Electricity 

There is a local reinforcement required to support growth in South Oxfordshire, at Watlington and Wallingford 

in particular. SSE have been approached regarding the supply for Chalgrove Airfield and advised that a new 

feed from Drayton St Leonard will be required. 

Gas 

We note that gas demand is on the decrease in the area. The latest network modelling has identified that there 

will be no reinforcement costs required to develop the Chalgrove Airfield site. 
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Potable Water 

The OxIS identifies expected demand across the region, but no specific schemes. Thames water (TW) are 

working with five other water authorities to identify opportunities for resource sharing. We have commissioned 

modelling work to be undertaken by TW which will identify if any reinforcement is required and how the 

Chalgrove Airfield development will be fed. 

Telecommunications 

It has been confirmed by BT, that any forthcoming development on Chalgrove Airfield can be supplied with 

FTTP. 

Foul Water 

Chalgrove is identified, however it is shown as having capacity to serve the increased development in the area. 

We understand that some upgrades will be required which are the subject of ongoing discussions with TW. 

Conclusion 

On behalf of the HCA, we thank you for the opportunity to respond on the Stage 1 OxIS Report and we trust 

these comments are useful in the development of the Strategy. Chalgrove Airfield represents an important 

element of the SODC’s Emerging Local Plan proposals to meet the need for housing growth and therefore it 

is our view that the infrastructure required to facilitate development should be considered as part of the OxIS 

and incorporated into the Strategy. 

If you have any queries on any points covered in this submission, please do not hesitate to get in contact 

(chalgrove@hca.gsi.gov.uk) and your query will be passed onto the relevant member of the team to respond. 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Nick Taylor 

Partner 

 

mailto:chalgrove@hca.gsi.gov.uk

